
  
 
 
 
  
Administrative Memoranda available at www.nebraskacourt.com under “Court Administrator's Office” on the main page, left-hand menu. 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS AND EVENTS 
 

Summer Legislative Meetings  
The State Court Administrator and members of the administrative office staff invite all clerks of the district court and 
county court clerk magistrates/judicial administrators to an informal lunch meeting to discuss newly passed legislation and 
other items of current interest.  Court staff and judges are welcome to attend if schedules permit.  Meeting dates and contact 
persons are: 
 
April 25  2nd Judicial District, Papillion.  RSVP to Barb Pousson. 
May 2  6th Judicial District, Tekamah.  RSVP to Vicki Kulhmann. 
May 4  4th Judicial District, Omaha.  RSVP to Leslie Douglas. 
May 8  11th Judicial District, North Platte.  RSVP to Randy McCoy. 
May 9  12th Judicial District, Gering.  RSVP to Dianne Lana. 
May 10  8th Judicial District, O’Neill.  RSVP to Midge Clark. 
May 11  9th & 10th Judicial Districts, Kearney.  RSVP to Jan Haeker. 
May 12  3rd Judicial District, Lincoln.  RSVP to Becky Bruckner. 
May 15  1st Judicial District, Beatrice.  RSVP to Donna Fink. 
May 16 5th Judicial District, Columbus.  RSVP to Darla Schiefelbein. 
May 17  7th Judicial District, Norfolk.  RSVP to Lori Bohn. 
 
2006 Law Day Job Shadowing Involves Hundreds of Fifth Graders Statewide 
The Nebraska Supreme Court, in conjunction with the Nebraska State Bar Foundation, is sponsoring the Fifth Annual Law 
Day Job Shadowing for Fifth Graders.  This year, 10 communities, representing approximately 750 students, are 
participating in the activity.  Job Shadowing communities and their local coordinators are: Alliance, Linda Roberts; Geneva, 
Cindy Carrigan; Grand Island, Valorie Bendixen; Hartington, Sheryl Connolly; Kearney, Sharon Mauler; Kimball, Angie 
Haun; O’Neill, Midge Clark; Oshkosh, Lorie Koester; Papillion, Barb Pousson; and Wilber, Greg Baumann. 
 
The program, whose message is “stay in school and work hard,” begins with groups of fifth graders traveling to various law 
offices or to their local courthouse.  During the activity, at least one hour in length, students hear from a variety of legal 
professionals who may engage the students in activities such as mock trials or writing a simple will or contract. 
 
An additional feature of Law Day Job Shadowing may be classroom activities that relate to the annual Law Day theme.  This 
year’s theme is “Liberty Under Law:  Separate Branches, Balanced Powers.”  The Supreme Court and the Bar Foundation 
provide teachers with a list of suggested activities related to the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government.   
 
The two sponsoring organizations also annually coordinate a related Law Day Essay Contest for students in grades 7 through 
12. This year’s volunteer essay “judges” are: Lawrence D. Gendler, Sarpy County Separate Juvenile Judge; Paul W. Korslund, 
Gage County District Judge; Teresa K. Luther, Hall County District Judge; Frankie J. Moore, Court of Appeals Judge; 
Michael J. Owens, Hamilton County District Judge; Linda S. Porter, Lancaster County Separate Juvenile Judge; Donald E. 
Rowlands, Lincoln County District Judge; and Supreme Court Law Clerks Kristin Brown, Robin Hadfield, and Cynthia 
Lamm. 
 
An awards luncheon honoring students with winning essays will be held on Law Day, May 1, at the Cornhusker Marriott 
Hotel in Lincoln. 

 

Nebraska Supreme Court 
Administrative Office of the Courts & Probation 

P. O. Box 98910 
Lincoln, NE 68509 

402-471-3730 
 

John V. Hendry, Chief Justice 
Janice K. Walker, State Court Administrator 

Ellen Fabian Brokofsky, State Probation Administrator 

Administrative 
Memorandum 

Administrative Memorandum 06-4 
April 2006 



 
Administrative Office of the Courts & Probation   Administrative Memorandum 06-4 
www.nebraskacourt.com  Page 2 of 5 

 
For more information about these activities or to view photos from the 2005 events, visit www.nebarfnd.org/lawday.html. 
 Contact Janet Bancroft, Public Information Officer, 402-471-3205, jhammer@nsc.state.ne.us 
 

PEOPLE 
 

In Memoriam 
Hugh Stuart, former Lincoln County District Court Judge.  Most recently an administrative law judge for the Social Security 
Administration in Omaha. 
 
New Court Personnel 
Cindi Brown, Clerk Magistrate, Hooker/Logan/McPherson/Thomas Counties, effective April 24, 2006. 
Kari R. Kuehn, Clerk Magistrate II, Otoe County, effective March 27, 2006. 
 
New Probation Personnel 
Leonard Hawkins, Juvenile Drug Court Coordinator, District #18, Omaha, effective April 1, 2006. 
Crystal Newton, Problem-Solving Court Coordinator, District #10, Gering, effective April 1, 2006. 
Steve Garcia, Drug Court Coordinator, District #9, Lexington, effective April 10, 2006. 
Pamela Wells, Drug Court Coordinator, District #2, Norfolk, effective April 10, 2006. 
Mary Visek, Chief Deputy Probation Officer, District #4, Omaha, effective April 17, 2006. 
Jeff Jennings, Chief Deputy Probation Officer, District #5, Papillion, effective April 24, 2006. 
 

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES 
 

Nebraska Legislature v. C. David Hergert Case Information on Supreme Court Web Site 
A page has been made available for the Nebraska Legislature v. C. David Hergert case filings on the Supreme Court's Web site 
at www.nebraskacourt.com/hergert/hergert.htm.  Links to the page can be found on the Court’s home page, as well as on 
the “For the Press” page. 
 Contact Bill Miller, Deputy State Court Administrator for IT, 402-471-3049, bmiller@nsc.state.ne.us 
 
JUSTICE Team Has a Busy 2006 1st Quarter 
The JUSTICE Business Analysts had a very busy 1st quarter in 2006.  The team conducted 13 on-site visits at the following 
district courts: Burt, Thomas, Antelope, Holt and Sherman counties.  County court visits included the following: Hamilton, 
Hall, Cheyenne, Nemaha, Keith/Arthur, Holt, Rock, Brown/Keya Paha.  On-site visits will continue throughout 2006.  We 
feel it is a great way to have JUSTICE business analysts away from their desks and get on the frontlines with our trial courts 
to resolve problems or questions.  In addition to on-site visits, JUSTICE staff fielded approximately 21,000 minutes of Help 
Desk calls during the 1st quarter.  They averaged over 1,700 calls per month answering questions about the JUSTICE case 
management system and court financial procedures.  JUSTICE Business Analysts conducted 16 days of training on the 
JUSTICE system in Lincoln, North Platte, Cass County and Douglas County.   The JUSTICE business analysts are Judy 
Anderson, Paula Crouse, Gretchen Wiebe, Kristi Kreuscher, Sherri Stark, Kate Miller and Barbara Nielsen.  
 Contact Bill Miller, Deputy State Court Administrator for IT, 402-471-3049, bmiller@nsc.state.ne.us 
 
 

Over 25 Court Staff Training Online via Computer Based Training 
During the month of March 2006, more than 25 court employees have taken advantage of Computer Based Training (CBT) 
online for district court and county court staff.  Popular courses include Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint.  Others are 
taking management courses including Getting Started—Administrative Support, Handling Conflict with Others and 
Motivate and Recognize Employees.  These are just a few of the more than 250 courses that can improve your knowledge on 
business or technical subjects.  Getting started is easy with a User Guide designed to help students register and enroll for  
classes.  There is no cost to you for taking these courses.  The first time you log in you must register using the instructions in 
the User Guide.  Once registered, it is very easy to select courses and begin training online.   Please read and carefully follow 
the User Guide Instructions for registering and taking the courses.  To obtain a copy of the User Guide, please contact Bill 
Miller. 
 Contact Bill Miller, Deputy State Court Administrator for IT, 402-471-3049, bmiller@nsc.state.ne.us 
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Interactive Forms Added to Web Site 
Three new sets of interactive forms (forms that can be opened on your computer, filled-in and printed) have been added to 
the Judicial Branch Web site: 

 
Expense and Travel Reimbursement Reporting: 

Expense Voucher 
Meal Log 

Judges' Forms:  
      Judicial Financial Interest Statement  

Report of Cases Under Advisement 
Judicial Vacancy Application Package: 
       Application 
        Personal Data Sheet 
 
Forms are found on the Judicial Branch Web site under the Forms menu. 
 Contact Bill Miller, Deputy State Court Administrator for IT, 402-471-3049, bmiller@nsc.state.ne.us 
 
Email Addresses Available Online 
Email addresses for clerks of the district court and clerk magistrates are now available on the Judicial Branch Web site at 
www.nebraskacourt.com/judges/countycourt.htm and www.nebraskacourt.com/judges/districtcourt.htm.  
 Contact Sherri Stark, JUSTICE Business Analyst, 402-471-3036, sstark@nsc.state.ne.us 
 
 

COMMITTEES • COMMISSIONS  
 

Judicial Resources Commission Approves Three Vacancies 
Three judicial vacancies were approved by the Judicial Resources Commission at their April 11 meeting.  Primary offices for 
the vacancies were also determined:  District Judge, 8th Judicial District – Broken Bow, Ord, or St. Paul at the option of the 
judge appointed; Separate Juvenile Judge, Lancaster County – Lincoln; and County Judge, 3rd Judicial District – Lincoln. 
 
Judicial Nominating Commissions 
The application deadline for the District Judge vacancy in the 8th Judicial District was April 26.  Justice Lindsey Miller-
Lerman will hold the commission meeting May 17 at 10:30 a.m. at the Howard County Courthouse in St. Paul. 
 
Application deadlines of May 2 were set for both the Separate Juvenile Court Judge vacancy in Lancaster County and the 
County Court Judge vacancy in the 3rd Judicial District. 
 
Justice Michael McCormack will hold the commission meeting for Lancaster County Separate Juvenile Court Judge May 23 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Court of Appeals Courtroom at the State Capitol. 
 
Justice William M. Connolly will hold the commission meeting for County Judge in the 3rd Judicial District May 23 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Supreme Court Courtroom at the State Capitol. 
 
Pro Se Committee Releases Guide to Appellate Courts 
The Pro Se Committee’s most recent effort to improve public access to and education about the courts involves a guide for 
the appellate court system. 
 
The committee has authored a manuscript entitled “Citizen’s Guide to the Nebraska Appellate Courts” which explains the 
differing roles of Nebraska’s two appellate courts, how the standard of review impacts cases, including a litigant’s assessment 
of whether an appeal should be pursued, and how appeals are “perfected” so that either the Supreme Court or Court of  
Appeals has jurisdiction to consider the merits of the appeal.  The guide also discusses how the record from the trial court is 
secured and becomes available to the appellate court, and that the parties present their claims to the appellate courts via the 
briefing process.  Finally, the guide explains how cases are set for oral argument and the several types of opinions authored 
by the two courts.  
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The guide is housed on the Nebraska Judicial Branch Web site and contains links to the various rules which are used by the 
courts. It is also available in hard copy from the Clerk of the Supreme Court, and will routinely be sent to self-represented 
litigants.  
 
To view the guide, go to the Web site of the Nebraska Judicial Branch and look under “Self Help” on the left-hand menu 
bar. 
 Contact Janet Bancroft, Public Information Officer, 402-471-3205, jhammer@nsc.state.ne.us 
 
 

POLICY AND RULE CHANGES 
 

Child Support Calculator Updated  
Guideline R of the judges’ Child Support Calculator has been updated, increasing the poverty guideline from $798 to $817 
and changing the year 2006 calculator to version 2. Judge Alan Gless updated the calculator which can be downloaded from 
the Judicial Branch Web site (www.nebraskacourt.com/community/cscalc/calculator.cfm) or look under “For the Court 
Community” Child Support Calculator.  (Note: Please use your Microsoft Internet Explorer browser to view this link if 
Firefox is your default browser.) 
 
Judgment Interest Rate Increase 
Effective April 20, 2006, the judgment interest rate changed to 6.849%.  For a complete table of interest rates check the 
Judicial Branch Web site (www.nebraskacourt.com/community/interestrate.htm) or look under “For the Court 
Community” Judgment Interest Rate. 
 
Trust Account and Blanket Bonds Rule 5C and Appendix 1  
Amendments to the rule and trust account affidavit form were adopted March 29, 2006.  The rule contains minor changes 
and edits to the Trust Account Affidavit form for lawyers. 
 
Neb. Ct. R. of Prac. 2F(2), 5B(6)c, 6B, 9B(2)b, and 13B  
Amendments to the above rule were adopted March 22, 2006, to correct an error in type size specifications. Type size to be 
12-point, rather than 10-pitch pica. 

These rules can be found on the Judicial Branch Web site, www.nebraskacourt.com under “Supreme Court Rules.” 
  
 

STATEWIDE PROBLEM-SOLVING COURTS 
 

Status of Problem-Solving Courts in Nebraska 
Not unlike most states, Nebraska has maintained a strong focus on how to sustain its existing problem-solving programs and 
to implement new ones despite the ever-decreasing availability of federal funding.  In February 2006, the State Community 
Corrections Council generously awarded two planned adult drug courts start-up funding to assist in implementation and 
operation until sustained funding could be secured.  Following on the coattails of this support by the Council, legislation 
was offered that requested $2 million to fund drug courts statewide through general fund appropriations.  The Nebraska 
State Legislature voted to approve those funds and on April 3, 2006, the Governor signed the bill.  Thus, it is an exciting 
time for the drug court movement in Nebraska and demonstrates that the hard work and dedication of drug court 
professionals in the state have not gone unnoticed. 

Contact Scott Carlson, Statewide Coordinator of Problem-Solving Courts, 402-471-4415, scarlson@nsc.state.ne.us 
 

CALENDAR ITEMS 
 

Judicial Branch Education Meetings/Trainings 
June 14 – 16, District Judges' Association Meeting, Nebraska City 
June 14 – 16, Official Court Reporters' Meeting, Nebraska City 
June 15 – 16, Clerks of the District Court Summer Workshop, Embassy Suites, Lincoln  

(Contact Jacque Stewart, jacquelyn.stewart@courts.ne.gov, for more information on the CDC Summer Workshop) 
June 27 – 29, County Judges' Association Meeting, Nebraska City 
August 1, Law Clerks' Orientation, Lincoln 
August 10 – 11, County Judges' Orientation, Lincoln 
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August 24 – 25, Court Stenographers, Norfolk 
September 18 – 20, Clerk Magistrates' Meeting, Kearney 
September 25 – 27, Children’s Summit, Nebraska City 
October 5 – 6, District Judges' Orientation, Lincoln 
October 25, Clerk Magistrates' Orientation, Lincoln 
October 31 – November 3, NSBA Fall Meeting, Omaha 

Contact Lynn Weiland, Administrative Secretary, Judicial Branch Education, 402-471-3137, lweiland@nsc.state.ne.us 
 
 

JUSTICE Training 
County Court, May 2 – 3, North Platte 
District Court, May 16 – 18, Lincoln 
District Court, June 6 – 8, North Platte 
County Court, July 10 – 14, Lincoln 
 
Probation Meetings/Trainings 
May 22 – 26, New Probation Officer Training, Kearney 
August 21 – 25, New Probation Officer Training, Grand Island 
September 25 – 29, New Probation Officer Training, Lincoln 
October 25 – 27, Probation Officers’ Statewide Conference, South Sioux City 
December 4 – 8, New Probation Officer Training, Kearney 
 Contact Linda Zabel, Administrative Secretary, 402-471-4140, lzabel@nsc.state.ne.us 
 

ENCLOSURES 
 

Legislative Bill Listing  
 
Judicial News Special Edition on Mediation Month – March 
 
Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device – Rules and Regulations 


